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Books for All Iowa 


‘*Books. Books by the dozens, the hundreds, the thousands, the hundreds of 
thousands. Books in libraries and library stations, in farm homes, in mountain 
cabins, in schools, in stores, in filling stations, in camps. Books for children, for 
young people, for the mature, for the aged. Books for those who read widely 
and well and books for those to whom the deciphering of a printed page offers 
almost insuperable difficulties. Books passed from hand to hand; sent by mail; 
carried by messenger on foot or on horseback ; brought by wagon, by truck, and 
by ear. Books lent, books given, books rented, books bought. Books read over 
the air, books reviewed, books discussed. Books as an accompaniment to daily 
morning tasks, books as a topic of conversation at social gatherings in the after- 
noon, books as a means of education in the evening when the day’s work is done. 
Books on farming, on cooking, on the care of children. Books of science, of art, 
of drama and poetry. Books on philosophy and psychology and education and 
economies and religion. Books of history, of travel, of exploration. Biographies 
and autobiographies. And stories. “Countless stories of love and adventure and 
mystery. Stories of human entanglements, always singularly alike in essentials, 
but infinitely varied in details and in the manner of telling. 


Such are the books that one sees and hears of in rural America.’’ 


From ‘‘Rural America reads,’’ by Marion HumBie 
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Miss Robinson Says Thank You 


Twenty-five years, as one looks forward to them, if you have time to look 
forward, seem a long time. When they are passed they may stretch back like 
a long weary march through troubles and difficulties, or they may seem as a tale 
that is told, a pleasant dream in the night, which quickly passed. Such has been 
my experience with the Iowa Library Commission. The years have been short 
because busy and happy ones and it is difficult to believe that twenty-five years 
have gone by. 

For the ready response, the cooperation and the constant loyalty which have 
made those years happy, and I hope useful, I thank the librarians and trustees 
of Iowa. 

And for the generous thoughtfulness with which you have honored the com- 
pletion of these twenty-five years my heart is filled with profound gratitude and 
appreciation. 

Your dinner, with its very kind expressions of appreciation, the Life Mem- 
bership and Honorary Presidency in the Iowa Library Association, and your 
generous Travel Fund are so overwhelming that my head is bowed in gratitude 
which I am unable to speak. 

To all the libraries of Iowa and to the rural work so far in arrears, I bespeak 
a most successful and efficient future and for the librarians and trustees of these 
libraries I wish the reward which comes from a task well done and the recogni- 
tion and happiness which you have given me. 

This is the wish which goes to each one of you personally with my deep 
appreciation for what you have done for me in the past and at the present time. 


Most gratefully yours, 


The Fort Dodge Meeting 

The 49th annual convention of the 
Iowa Library Association was called to 
order by the president, Edna Giesler, at 
two p. m., October 12, 1938. Mr. Stump, 
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, 
welcomed the visiting librarians in the 
absence of Honorable C. A. Garlock, 
mayor of the city. C. V. Findlay, presi- 
dent of the board of trustees of the Fort 
Dodge Public Library, extended a wel- 
come on behalf of the staff and trustees. 
In the 35 years during which Mr. Find- 
lay has served on the library board, the 
Iowa Library Association has met twice 
in this city, in 1904 and 1923. Grace 
Shellenberger, the librarian of the Dav- 
enport Public Library, presided at the 
1923 meeting. It was interesting to 
note that again a Fort Dodge meeting 
was held with the Davenport librarian 
in the chair. Marjorie Powers, second 
vice president, responded for the Iowa 
Library Association. 

Miss Robinson gave the report of the 
Secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion. Special significance was attached 
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to this report since it was the twenty- 
fifth and last report of Miss Robinson, 
who retired from office September 15. 

Because of illness, Mr. Brown’s dis- 
cussion of county and regional library 
service was not presented. Miss Warner 
read a brief message from Mr. Brown. 

Alberta Curtis, who is conducting re- 
search connected with radio as related 
to reading, was presented and told some- 
thing of the work which she is doing at 
WOIL, Iowa State College. 

Percy Boynton, of the University of 
Chicago, discussed some books of 1938 
selected by publishers as worthy of the 
attention of librarians. Professor Boyn- 
ton’s evaluation of the books was of 
great value and deep interest to his 
audience. 

The Fort Dodge Men’s Glee Club, 
directed by J. Howard Arth, opened the 
evening program. 

Milton J. Ferguson, president of the 
American Library Association, was pre- 
sented by Miss Giesler. His talk was 
an informal discussion of matters of spe- 
cial concern to the association. He spoke 








of the value of the contribution which is 
being made by the Third Activities Com- 
mittee whose function is to study meth- 
ods by which the American Library 
Association may cover the entire library 
field more adequately. The trend to- 
ward large units of library service, 
equalization of opportunity for effective 
library service, need of better prepared 
librarians and the importance of appro- 
priate library buildings to house the 
work were other subjects mentioned by 
Dr. Ferguson. 

Irene Kuhn, author of ‘‘ Assigned to 
adventure,’’ spoke of some of her adven- 
tures in journalism. In an easy and 
entertaining style she related her experi- 
ences, not failing to mention that it was 
a librarian, May Leonart of Hudson 
Park branch, who started her on her 
adventures in reading. 

At the close of the evening session, the 
Fort Dodge library entertained the visi- 
tors in the ballroom of the Wahkonsa 
Hotel. Mr. Minkle presided over a Bank 
Night program where practically every- 
one present received a prize donated by 
the open-hearted merchants of the city. 
It proved to be a sucecéssful mixer. 

The business meeting Thursday morn- 
ing was called to order at 9:30. The 
following committees reported: Certifi- 
cation, Miss Robinson; Central Deposi- 
tory, Miss Canon; Legislative, Mrs. Gor- 
don; Rural Extension, Miss Warner; 
Membership, Miss Krieg; and Publicity, 
Mrs. Hughes. Committee reports will 
be given in full later. A motion that 
full power to act on library legislation 
be given to the Executive Committee, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee, 
and chairman of the Rural Extension 
Committee was carried. 

M. Harris, editor of the San Antonio 
Express and president of the League of 
Texas Library Trustees, gave a spirited 
discussion of the People’s Library Move- 
ment in Texas. He reviewed the history 
of the movement in his own state for 
recognition of library service as an in- 
tegral part of the educational system on 
& permanent basis. He succeeded in 
conveying to his listeners much of his 
enthusiasm and the conviction that defi- 
nite action is imperative. 

The meeting Thursday afternoon was 


in charge of the Rural Extension com- 
mittee, Miss Warner presiding. 

Mr. Spaulding gave a brief discussion 
of the Federal Aid Bill, better known as 
the Harrison-Thomas-Fletcher bill. He 
explained what it would mean to Iowa 
and explained that an enabling act by 
the State Legislature would be necessary 
to allow us to benefit from the provisions 
of the bill. 

Edith Gantt, specialist in public libra- 
ries in the Library Service Division at 
Washington, D. C., discussed county and 
regional libraries, showing how the small 
unit is not adequate for meeting the 
needs of the whole country. She dis- 
eussed the methods used in California, 
Vermont and Louisiana for extension of 
library service. 

A panel discussion, led by Mrs. Ray- 
mond Sayre, on the subject of library 
service to rural districts was presented, 
the following people participating: 

Marjorie Donaldson, Supervisor, State-wide 
WPA Library Project 

Mrs. O. N. Minor, Greene County 

Mrs. Sarah Porter Ellis, State Home Dem- 
onstration Agent leader, Ames 

Wendell Clampitt, New Providence 

Lelia Wilson, Librarian, Fairfield Public 
Library 

Jean Rutledge, Secretary 4-H Girls’ Club 
of Iowa, Fort Dodge 

Frances Warner, Iowa State College 

Mrs. Herbert Adams, Dubuque County Li- 
brary 

Glen Anderson, Webster County Agent 

Louise Orr, Superintendent of Schools, 
Webster County 

Edith Gantt, Library Extension Division, 
Washington, D. C. 

W. H. Stacy, Extension Service, lowa State 
College 


The discussion emphasized the present 
inequalities in service and the need of 
rural areas for as many books and as 
good service as any urban district. Mrs. 
Ellis stated that 44 of the 99 counties 
have indicated they wish to work for the 
improvement of library facilities. The 
plans which have been followed success- 
fully in other states and the efforts in 
three counties of our own state, Hardin, 
Page and Dubuque were cited. The 
plan of the Rural Extension Committee 
was heartily endorsed. The consensus 
of opinion was that when a workable 
plan is presented by libraries, the com- 
mittees and agencies will be ready and 
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willing to work for it. The discussion 
closed on a high note of optimism. 

Mrs. Bray read the final report of the 
nominating committee which was ac- 
cepted : 

President, Mae C. Anders, Des Moines Pub- 
lic Library 

First vice president, Sadie Stevens, Car- 
roll Public Library 

Secretary, Cornelia Rhynsburger, P. M. 
Musser Library, Muscatine 

Registrar, Marian Williams, Maquoketa 
Public Library 

Member of Board, Lelia S. Wilson, Fair- 
field Public Library 

Member of Board, Blanche A. Smith, Secre- 
tary, Iowa Library Commission 

Honorary president and life member, Julia 
A. Robinson. 


The dinner Thursday evening hon- 
ored Miss Robinson. The doll motif, 
used in decorations and on the menu 
programs, was emphasized in the toast 
program, ‘‘Sawdust Symbolism.’’ Miss 
Anders was toast mistress. The re- 
sponses were: 

On being good, Eva M. Page 

On reading books, Lelia S. Wilson 

On not reading books, Letha Davidson 

Vitamins, Milton J. Ferguson 


On going forward, Mrs. R. C. Sebern 
Iowa corn folk, Forrest B. Spaulding 


At the close of his poem, read from 
the anthology, ‘‘Dolls,’’ Mr. Spaulding, 
on behalf of her friends, presented Miss 
Robinson, ‘‘a traveling librarian,’’ with 
a generous travel fund. 

The final session of the convention met 
in the auditorium of the Fort Dodge 
library Friday morning, Miss Giesler 
presiding. 

Elinor Jean Frances, registrar, re- 
ported a total registration of 215, repre- 
senting 62 counties and 80 communities. 

The treasurer’s report by Miss Hopley 
showed a balance of $950.70. 

Invitations for the 1939 meeting were 
received from Council Bluffs and Des 
Moines. The matter of final acceptance 
was referred to the Executive Commit- 
tee. It was agreed that this 1939 con- 
ference should be held within the borders 
of our own state. 

Miss Anders, reporting for the John- 
son Brigham Award committee, an- 
nouneed Dr. William J. Petersen, a re- 
search associate of the State Historical 
Society, as winner. His book, ‘‘Steam- 
boating on the upper Mississippi,’’ was 


voted the most outstanding contribution 
to American literature by an lowan last 
year. He was born, educated, and at 
present is working and living in Iowa, 
Dr. Petersen deserves recognition as be- 
ing a 100 per cent Iowa author. In his 
acceptance, Dr. Petersen told something 
of the growth of the book and acknowl. 
edged his indebtedness to libraries and 
librarians in preparation of the material, 

Dorothy Deyoe presented Dr. Dora VY, 
Smith of the University of Minnesota, 
who spoke understandingly on the sub- 
ject, ‘‘Guiding adolescent reading.’’ Too 
many literature curricula are inadequate 
for adolescents. More reading is done 
between the ages of 12 and 15 than at 
any other period. The psychology of 
youth must be studied in order to under- 
stand why young people like what they 
do. The popularity of many series must 
be accounted for by the fact that they 
meet the natural demands of adolescence, 
Wishful possibilities of achievement and 
opportunity to see achievement should 
be fulfilled. Librarians and teachers 
must watch for wholesome books where 
physical achievements and vigor count. 
Many biographies can supply this de- 
mand. for romance. Dr. Smith’s talk 
was a fitting climax to a conference 
which all agreed was successful and in- 
spiring. 


Resolutions Committee 
Be it resolved: That the lowa Library 
Association extend its appreciation to 
Mr. Stump, Secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce, for his kind words of wel- 
come; to C. V. Findlay and other mem- 


bers of the Board of Trustees; to Miss — 


Story and her staff of the Fort Dodge 
Publie Library and to Miss Crosley and 
her staff of the Webster City Publie Li- 
brary for their hospitality ; to the mer- 
chants of Fort Dodge who so generously 
contributed to the clever ‘‘bank night” 
feature of the reception; to the local 
musicians whose fine performances added 
much to our enjoyment; to the Fort 
Dodge Messenger for their effective pub- 
licity; to the Wahkonsa and Warden 
Hotels for their courtesies. 

We are grateful to Dr. Ferguson for 
spending the entire session with us 
contributing so much to our program, 
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also to Edith Gantt and Mrs. Sayre and 
the various rural leaders who added so 
much to the rural extension program. 
We appreciate the long -and difficult 
journey undertaken by Mr. Harris in 
coming to our aid to stimulate rural li- 
brary service. 

Be it further resolved: That the Iowa 
Library Association express their grati- 
tude for their displays and the opportun- 
ity to examine not only new books, but 
library equipment and supplies. We 
gratefully acknowledge the courtesy of 
the Hertzberg Bindery in furnishing the 
convention programs. We are indebted 
to Miss Giesler, president of the lowa 
Library Association, and all those whose 
participation in the program has made 
this conference a profitable one. 

We wish also to recognize the work of 
Julia A. Robinson, retiring Secretary of 
the Iowa Library Commission, for her 
25 years of untiring library service to 
the State of Iowa. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LILLIAN SUTHERLAND 
Sapre STEVENS 
Lucite Davis, chairman 


Children’s and School Librarians 


The children’s and school librarians’ 
section of the Iowa Library Association 
met in the Fort Dodge Room of the War- 
den Hotel for a breakfast meeting and 
round table discussion, Friday, October 
14, 1938. About 25 were present. Dr. 
Dora V. Smith, Professor of Education 
at the State University of Minnesota, 
was the speaker. She gave a very inspir- 
ing and helpful talk on ‘‘The place of 
the library in the enrichment program 
for young people’s reading.’’ Those at 
the breakfast felt they gained many 
helpful ideas to aid them in making the 
library of more service in the school 
reading room. 

Reported by Dorotny Deyor 


College and Reference 

The college, university and reference 
section convened at the Wahkonsa Hotel 
on Friday morning, October 14, with 
Inis Smith, of Simpson College as the 
presiding officer. Twelve librarians at- 
tended the breakfast that preceded the 
meeting. 


Mrs. Eva Page, of the Des Moines 
Public Library, spoke on the topic, 
‘*State and local material,’’ emphasizing 
local newspapers as an important source 
to consider after other basic reference 
material has been supplied. The lists 
which she distributed, containing general 
state reference material and recent state 
publications, offered pertinent sugges- 
tions for any library seeking to improve 
the lowa collection. 

Charlotte E. Crosley, of Webster City, 
contributed very interestingly to this 
discussion by relating ways in which 
local material is preserved in the Kendall 
Young library. Attractive folders for 
important letters and petitions, and old 
books and records beautifully bound by 
the Hertzberg Bindery were displayed. 

The remainder of the program per- 
tained more directly to the problems of 
the college library. Constructive sug- 
gestions for increasing the use of maga- 


zines and books were offered by Ruth . 


Goodrich, of the Fort Dodge Junior Col- 
lege, in her talk on ‘‘ Books and libraries 
from the viewpoint of the college.’’ She 
also called attention to several factors 
that detract from good library service 
such as improper ventilation and dis- 
courteous and poorly trained student as- 
sistants, and said that the student was 
often more conscious of these failings 
than the librarian suspected. 

In diseussing the building of a new 
college library building, Mary Bell 


Nethereut, of Drake University, pre- ° 


sented several points to consider in un- 
dertaking such a project. Her experi- 
ence proved to her that criticism of their 
plans by librarians who had recently 
‘built new buildings was especially help- 
ful. 

The last topic of discussion on the 
program centered around the problem 
of the business and financial relation- 
ships of the college library and was pre- 
sented by Frederick Ford, of Parsons 
College. Several librarians participated 
in the discussion of this subject. 

Reported by FLorence A. Grove 


Junior Members’ Round Table 
About twenty Junior members met for 
luncheon on October 12, 1938, at the 
Wahkonsa Hotel in Fort Dodge. The 
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brief business meeting which followed 
was conducted informally by the chair- 
man. 

After the minutes of the last year’s 
meeting were read, the Inventory for 
Junior librarians was brought to the at- 
tention of the group and reprints were 
distributed. These reprints were sent to 
the group by Irene Fetty, chairman of 
the committee of the national J. M. R. T. 
which developed the Inventory. 

The Cost of Living survey which is 
being conducted by the American Li- 
brary Association was discussed and it 
was decided to cooperate in this project. 

The report of the nominating commit- 
tee, Helen Crawford, Elizabeth Robb, 
and Jean Cassel, chairman, was read and 
accepted. The’ new officers elected are: 
Chairman, Ruth Ginger, Iowa State Col- 
lege, Ames; Secretary, Dorothea Fox, 
Cedar Rapids Publie Library. 


Public Librarians 


Breakfast was served to the librarians 
of the public libraries’ section at the 
Warden Hotel. Mildred Pike was chair- 
man. She introduced Mr. Ferguson, who 
gave a brief greeting and remarks on 
publicity and its uses. In the absence 
of Miss Barrette, Miss Peterson of the 
Mason City staff described the publicity 
eampaign that preceded the vote for a 
new $300,000 building in Mason City. 
The vote was 561 in favor of the bond 
issue. 

Leora J. Lewis, director of library 
service in the editorial department of 
F. E. Compton and Company in Chi- 
cago, spoke on ‘‘Comments of a wander- 
ing librarian.’’ She discussed the inter- 
relation of school, public and children’s 
librarians, and the importance of trus- 
tees in the library movement. 

Reported by Heten Rex 


Trustees 

The slogan, ‘‘Books for all Iowa,’’ 
made popular the proposed Federal Aid 
to libraries which was presented by For- 
rest B. Spaulding, of the Des Moines 
Publie Library, at the conference of li- 
brary trustees held in Fort Dodge, Octo- 
ber 14, in connection with the annual 
meeting of the Iowa Library Association. 

Mr. Spaulding supports enthusiastic- 





ally the plan proposed to receive federal 
aid for libraries, especially for the small 
library and for the establishment of new 
libraries in rural districts and possibly 
the serving of rural and small town com- 
munities with a library automobile. 

Mrs. Fred W. Weitz, who was chair- 
man of the trustee’s section, was unable 
to be present and C. V. Findlay, presi- 
dent of the Fort Dodge library board, 
presided. 

The attendance was not large. It was 
apparent that breakfast time is not a 
desirable time for trustees to meet. It 
was proposed that a meeting of trustees 
be called to meet in Des Moines early in 
November. There are some questions 
that should be considered by the library 
trustees of Iowa. 

Reported by C. V. Frnpiay 


Membership 
LIBRARIES 

Algona Iowa State Univer- 
Alden sity 
Anamosa Lake City 
Arthur Mason City 
Audubon Missouri Valley 
Chariton Nevada 
Clinton Newton 
Denison Odeboldt 
Drake University Oelwein, 1939 dues 
Eldora Orange City 
Eagle Grove Osceola 
Greene Primghar 
Guttenberg Sigourney 
Ida Grove Sioux City 
Independence Spencer 
Indianola Wilton Junction 


TRUSTEES 
Adams, Mrs. Herbert, Dubuque County 
Library Association 
Ballow, Mrs. L. E., Storm Lake 
Benedict, Mrs. B. F., Iowa Falls 
Berry, D. L., Indianola 
Cocks, Rev. S., Indianola 
Donohoe, E. R., Pocahontas 
Farrelly, Rev. C. E., Laurens 
Goodman, A. E., Indianola 
Grant, Dr. G. A., Indianola 
Henderson, Mrs. Floyd, Indianola 
Kindwall, Mrs. C. E., Albert City 
Nelson, Mrs. Earl, Albert City 
O’Donoghue, Mrs. J. H., Storm Lake 
Parish, Mrs. U. S., Storm Lake 
Perry, H. D., Indianola 
Purcell, Mrs. B. F., Iowa Falls 
— Mrs. Edith, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion 
or Mrs. Leo, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion 
Thompson, Ella P., Algona 
Tuttle, Mrs. Randall, Spencer 
Walters, Mrs. E. E., Albert City 
Weinman, Mrs. H. C., Indianola 
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LIBRARIANS 


Ausbury, Golda, Nevada 

Baker, Mrs. Bertha, State Historical De- 
partment, Des Moines 

Barker, Frankie, Villisca 

Barrette, Lydia, Mason City 

Beebe, Mrs. C. L., Woodbine 

Berry, Angelina, Blakesburg 

Bibbs, Sarah, Boone 

Birk, May, Anamosa 

Bowman, Mrs. M. J., Clear Lake 

Burgess, Mrs. Helen, Onawa 

Cruikshank, Catherine, High School, Fort 
Dodge 

Davidson, Letha, Ames 

Davis, Lucile, Spencer 

Ditch, May B., Ottumwa 

Dodds, Grace, Waldorf College, Forest City 

Driftmier, Anna, Clarinda 

Dyer, Ruth, Indianola 

Ford, Frederick, Parson College, Fairfield 

Fritsch, Mrs. R. J., Garner 

Giesler, Edna, Davenport 

Gleason, Elizabeth, Oelwein, 1939 dues 

Hagey, E. Joanna, Cedar Rapids 

Haas, Martha, Emmetsburg 

Halden, Mrs. W. R., Grundy Center 

Hansen, Grace, Odeboldt 

Hanson, Mrs. George, Ellsworth 

Hanson, Mrs. E. E., Callender 

Harlow, Mrs. Velma, Toledo 

Hostetter, May, Eldora 

Huseby, Mrs. Rena, Havelock 

Johnson, Mrs. Cliff, Albert City 

Law, Ainslie, Traer 

Lindsay, Margaret, Manchester 

Nelson, Mrs. Gertrude, Audubon 

Nelson, Mrs. O. E., Pomeroy 

Patton, Gypsy, Newton 

Peters, Alice, Stuart 

Peterson, Mrs. C. W., Fonda 

Phillips, Pearl, Sac City 

Pike, Mildred, Sioux City 

Powers, Marjorie, Iowa Falls, 1939 dues 

Rhynsburger, Cornelia, Muscatine, 1938 
and 1939 dues 

Ries, Mrs. Capitola, Manson 

Roberts, Mrs. C. D., Jolley 

Roberts, Miriam, Junior College, Burling- 
ton 

Russell, Arline, Waverly 

Sebastian, Sister, St. Peters High School, 
Keokuk 

Smith, Blanche, Executive Secretary, Iowa 
Library Commission 

Smith, Inis, Simpson College, Indianola 

Shipley, Lora, Sheldon 

Spaulding, Forrest, Des Moines 

Stilwell, Mrs. Martha, Junior College, 
Waukon 

Sutherland, Lillian, Clinton 

Tabor, Neva, Independence 

Williams, Marian, Maquoketa 

Wilson, Lelia, Fairfield, 1938 and 1939 dues 

Winters, Jeannette, Red Oak 

Wolcott, Mrs. E. O., Gilmore City 

Woods, Mrs. H. C., Tama 

STAFF 
Amman, Margaret, Sioux City 
Anders, Mae C., Des Moines 
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Anderson, Florence, Ottumwa 
Anderson, Irene, Des Moines 
Blood, Bess, Keokuk 
Bobnett, Dorothy, Davenport 
Butler, Florence, Sioux City 
Byers, Mrs. J. R., Fonda 
Carhart, Mrs. Frances, Des Moines 
Carson, Ruth, Des Moines 
Cassell, Jean, Iowa City 
Christianson, Eunice, Davenport 
Conway, Hazel, Sioux City 
Cowgill, Lois, Iowa City 
Crawford, Helen, Ames 
Davidson, Margaret, Des Moines 
Dickson, Janet, Des Moines 
Donahoe, Dorothy, Des Moines 
Easter, Mrs. Georgia, Des Moines 
Ebersole, Helen, Davenport 
Edwards, Dorothea, Des Moines 
Faust, Alice, Davenport 
Felsenthal, Emma, State University 
Fomer, Fred, State University 
Fox, Dorothea, Cedar Rapids 
Glessner, Iva, Sioux City 
Groves, Florence, Marshalltown 
Hadley, Bernice, Des Moines 
Hallowell, Lorraine, Waterloo 
Hilliard, Helen, Davenport 
Hinrick, Frieda, State College 
Hobbs, Ruby, Ottumwa 
Hughes, Mrs. Esther, Des Moines 
Hummer, Baptiste, Davenport 
Hurbutt, Helen, State College 
Irvine, Mrs. Mary, Davenport 
Johnson, Gladys, Indianola 
Jones, Eleanor, Sioux City 
Kaufman, Rev. T. J., Columbia College, 
Dubuque 
Kellogg, Ruth, Davenport 
Knapp, Caroline, Burlington 
Krieg, Clarice, State University 
Lage, Louise, Davenport 
Lane, Mrs. Frances, Des Moines 
Lane, Margaret, Sioux City 
Lilly, Elizabeth, Burlington 
Lyons, Rose, Sioux City 
McCabe, Olivia, Des Moines 
McCullough, Jessie, Ottumwa 
McFadden, Ruth, Des Moines 
Martin, Elizabeth, Davenport 
McMurray, Lucille, Newton 
Matson, Louise, Clinton 
Miller, Helene, State University 
Miller, Lucille, Iowa Falls 
Morgan, Vira, Davenport 
Muller, Alma, Ottumwa 
Neff, Helen, Sioux City 
Oberheim, Grace, State College 
Ogan, Edna, Indianola 
Olenskey, Bluma, Sioux City 
Owens, Margery, Mason City 
Page, Mrs. Eva, Des Moines 
Peterson, Dorothy, Mason City 
Redmond, Catharine, Cedar Rapids 
Roberts, Katharine, Davenport 
Robinson, Santa, Iowa City 
Rockafellow, Doris, Sioux City 
Rohwedden, Elizabeth, Clinton 


Schneider, Agnita, Clinton 
Schneider, Barbara, Garner 
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Schnizel, Elsie, Burlington 

Stevens, Helen, Boone . 

Stronheim, Elizabeth, State College 

Stull, Lucille, Des Moines 

Tanner, Opal, Des Moines, 1939 dues 

Treneman, Alice, Ottumwa 

Tressler, Bessie, State University 

Tromblee, Twila, Des Moines 

Vanek, Edna, Davenport 

Vetter, Cornelia, Drake University 

Warner, Frances, State College, 1938 and 
1939 dues 

Welch, Marie, Clinton 

Wheeler, Ruth, Clinton 

White, Helen, Sioux City 

Wilson, E. H., State College 

Wirth, Lyra, Sioux City 

Zwifelhofer, Pauline, Newton 


Executive Board Meeting 


The Executive Board of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission held a two-day meet- 
ing at Hotel Savery November 27 and 
28. Des Moines’ invitation for the state 
meeting was accepted for October 15-17, 
1939. The following places were selected 
for district meetings: Iowa Falls, lowa 
City, Pella, Atlantic, and Orange City. 
Plans were discussed for the campaign 
to extend library service to rural areas. 

Miss Warner, Mrs. Gordon and Mr. 
De Witt joined in Monday’s delibera- 
tions when the bill for regional libraries 
was definitely outlined. 


Iowa Library Association 
COMMITTEES—1938-1939 


Annuities and Pensions 
Mrs. Frances Carhart, Drake University, 
Des Moines, Chairman 
Paul B. De Witt, State Law Library, Des 
Moines 
Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, Public Library, 
Grinnell 
Certification 
Anna Jean Evans, Public Library, Des 
Moines, Chairman 
Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines 
Blanche A. Smith, Library Commission, 
Des Moines 
Legislation 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Public Library, 
Iowa City, Chairman 
Cornelia Rhynsburger, Public Library, 
Muscatine 
Elizabeth Lilly, Public Library, Burlington 
Marian Williams, Public Library, Ma- 
quoketa 
Edna Erickson, Public Library, Cedar 
Rapids 
Helen Rex, Public Library, Marshalltown 
Arline Russell, Public Library, Waverly 
Mrs. M. J. Bowman and Ida Clack, Public 
Library, Clear Lake 
Neva Tabor, Public Library, Independence 
Mae Ditch, Public Library, Ottumwa 


Mrs. Lillian Hays, Public Library, Center. 
ville 

Irma Woods, Public Library, Winterset 

Helen Ruth Montague, Public Library, 
Council Bluffs 

Mrs. Anna Micklewait, Public Library, 
Glenwood 

Lucille Peterson, Public Library, Esther. 
ville 

Mildred Pike, Public Library, Sioux City 

Mrs. Violet Hornseth, Public Library, 
Spirit Lake 

Library Extension 

Frances Warner, Iowa State College, Ames, 
Chairman 

Edna Giesler, Public Library, Davenport 

Lelia S. Wilson, Public Library, Fairfield 

Mrs. H. C. Weinman, Indianola 

Mrs. Violet Hornseth, Public Library, 
Spirit Lake 


Membership 

Alice A. Faust, Public Library, Davenport, 
Chairman 

Mrs. Martha K. Haas, Public Library, Em- 
metsburg 

Ruby Taylor, Public Library, Cedar Rapids 

Ruth Ginger, Iowa State College, Ames 

Elsie Schinzel, Public Library, Burlington 

Winnifred Wennerstrum, Public Library, 
Chariton 


Placque Award 
Mrs. Dorothy Higbie, Cornell College, 
Mount Vernon 
Lydia Margaret Barrette, Public Library, 
Mason City 
Dr. F. L. Mott, State University, Iowa City 


Publicity 

Mrs. Esther Hughes, Public Library, Des 
Moines 

Dorothea M. Fox, Public Library, Cedar 
Rapids 

Cicely Hinton, Public Library, Mason City 

Edna Vanek, Public Library, Davenport 

Helen Ruth Montague, Public Library, 
Council Bluffs 

— Ann Mark, Public Library, Water- 
00 

Bess Blood, Public Library, Keokuk 

Mrs. Helen Burgess, Public Library, Onawa 

Edith R. Pierce, Public Library, Fort 
Dodge 

Helen M. Stevens, Public Library, Boone 

Rose O’Connor, Public Library, Sioux City 

Trustees 

Mrs. Dorothy Houghton, Red Oak 

Mrs. Roscoe Thoma, Fairfield 

Mrs. Ella P. Van Epps, Iowa City 

Mrs. Effie M. Dahler, Boone 

Mrs. Gertrude Sebern, Fort Dodge 

Frank T. Nash, Oskaloosa 

Mrs. Edith Sackett, Spencer 


New Postal Rates 


The reduction of the postal rates on 
books to a flat 114 cents a pound was 
announced October 31. This will havea 
greater effect on long range shipping 
than on that which is done within the 
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state. For small packages of one or two 
books, the new rate is more economical. 
For larger shipments in the first or sec- 
ond zone, the old rate will save money. 
Better consult your postmaster when 
you send books and find out which 
method is better. 

The amendment to the postal laws is 
as follows: 


“214. Books consisting wholly of reading 
matter and containing no advertising matter, 
other than incidental announcements of 
books, in parcels not exceeding eight ounces 
in weight and otherwise conforming to the 
conditions set forth in section 572%, may be 
mailed for the period November 1, 1938, to 
June 30, 1939, inclusive, at the postage rate 
of 1% cents a pound or fraction thereof 
which such rate is less than that chargeable 
under existing regulations. 


572%. The postage rates on books con- 
sisting wholly of reading matter, containing 
no advertising matter other than incidental 
announcements of books, when mailed under 
such regulations as the Postmaster General 
may prescribe, shall be for the period com- 
mencing November 1, 1938, and ending June 
30, 1939, 11%4 cents per pound or fraction 
thereof, irrespective of the zone of their 
destination. 


2. A book, within the contemplation of 
this section, shall be a cloth or paper-bound 
volume, having 24 or more pages, of which 
at least 22 are printed, and shall not contain 
ruled or blank pages intended for records 
or memoranda purposes.” 


Iowa Goes to Library School 


The following Iowans are enrolled in 
library schools this year: 
University of Chicago 
Margaret Blakely, Grinnell 
Columbia University 
Barnes, Mary Morford, Eagle Grove 
Edwards, Miriam L., Perry 
Foster, Martha A., Des Moines 
Orr, Robert W., Ames 
Rule, Margaret B., Mason City 
Starr, Lucie M., Council Bluffs 
White, Max O., Lamoni 
Whitehill, Helen E., State Center 
University of Denver 
Coffin, Marie, Richland 
Damman, Bonita, Sanborn 
Miller, Louise, Amana 
Sauer, Margaret, Council Bluffs 
Walton, Virginia, Indianola 
Drerel Institute 
DeLong, La Vern Harriet, Des Moines 


University of Illinois 
Cordts, Gertrude Marie, Boone 
Huston, Jeanette, Blanchard 
Lee, Eleanor M., Sloan 
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Salzman, Josephine, Mount Pleasant 
Van Syoc, Edna Elizabeth, Milo 


University of Michigan 
Coleman, Henry Edmunds, Jr., lowa City 
Hovde, Oivind, Decorah 
Rod, Donald, Decorah 
Selness, Martha, Decorah 


University of Minnesota 
Bartholow, Mrs. Gladys, Iowa City 
Cutler, Theodore, Webster City 


Simmons College 
Dumbauld, Betty E., Marshalltown 
Phillips, Helen L., Des Moines 
Western Reserve University 
Bailey, Lois, Spencer 
Ball, Bertha, Nevada 
University of Wisconsin 
Huygens, Gertrude, Hospers 
von Glan, Mary Louise, Breda | 





Iowa Summer Library School Dinner 
The Iowa Library Summer School 
Association held their annual meeting 
on Wednesday, October 12, 1938, at the 
Wahkonsa Hotel, Fort Dodge. 
six members and guests were present. 

The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Irma Hopley, of Fort Madi- 
son. The treasurer’s report was read 
and accepted. $10.50 in dues were col- 
lected. 

The president asked for suggestions 
for the use of the Loan Fund. No appli- 
cation had been received during the past 
year. Miss Robinson suggested that the 
Loan Fund be used in the Traveling 
Library for rural extension books. Dis- 
cussion followed. It was also suggested 
that part of the Fund be left for the 
educational purposes and part for books, 
and that this Fund should have more 
publicity. A motion followed by Mrs. 
Jessie McCullough that the president 
appoint a committee to take care of the 
publicity for this Fund and to consider 
the best way for investment. This mo- 
tion carried. 

The following officers were elected : 

President—Elizabeth Michener, Oska- 





loosa 

Vice president—Alma L. Muller, Ot- 
tumwa 

Secretary-treasurer — Grace Hanson, 
Odebolt. 


Mrs. Evelyn Bray, of Grinnell, gave 
some delightful reminiscences of school fi 
and library days and told of the kind- 1" 
ness, help and inspiration which Miss 
Robinson always imparted to all of us. 


Forty- i ! 





























Miss Robinson was presented with a 
small book of friendly wishes and a Life 
Membership in the association. 

Auma L. Mutuer, Secretary 


Traveling Juvenile Book Exhibit 


Three collections, each containing 50 
new books packed in Treasure Trove 
boxes kindly furnished by the Hertzberg 
Bindery, started on their rounds of li- 
braries who had signified their desire to 
see them. 

Eaeh year the publishers’ output of 
juvenile books seems more attractive 
than the preceding year. This time was 
no exception. We kept wishing that you 
all might have been here to share our 
eager anticipation of the packages which 
eame from the publishers, to examine 
and enjoy the books as they appeared. 
It was something like Christmas, this 
making up of collections which would 
be enjoyed by others. In our imagina- 
tion we could hear librarians in seattered 
libraries exclaiming over the attractive 
new books and making plans to share 
them with the public. 

A fine spirit of cooperation was shown 
in some of the responses which we had 
as to the most convenient time to have 
the exhibit come to your libraries. 
““Whenever it is our turn,’’ ‘‘ When it 
is nearest us,’’ ‘‘Any time that fits in 
your schedule for northwestern Iowa’’ 
and ‘‘ As early as convenient with you’’ 
are some of the characteristic responses 
which showed that there was some recog- 
nition of the difficulties in routing the 
collections. 

We are sorry that the eleven requests 
for Book Week could not be filled. They 
were taken in the order in which the re- 
quests reached us. 

It is not too late to have the collections 
yet. We will be glad to send them on 
when the tours are ended. Drop us a 
ecard and we will see that you have a 
chance. 


Did you notice the article about H. 
W. Wilson in the New Yorker, October 
29, 1938? Under the title, ‘‘A mouse- 
trap in the Bronx,’’ appeared a fine 
tribute to him and the definite contribu- 
tion which he is making to the library 
profession. 


New Books 


9? 


‘*Rural America reads,’’ ig the posi- 
tive answer to the survey of rural library 
service made for the American Assoei- 
ation of Adult Education by Marion 
Humble. This book arrives at an oppor. 
tune moment when the attention of 
Iowa librarians is directed to the need 
of our neglected 51 per cent. Of special 
interest to us is the mention of radio 
station WOI and its influence on read. 
ing; also, the suggestion made by Mr, 
Brown that the Iowa Library Association 
plan a program around a study of rural 
needs. This was partially carried out at 
Fort Dodge in the panel discussion 
touching on this subject. All forward- 
facing librarians and trustees should 
read this book and get a picture of rural 
needs and efforts to meet them. 

‘‘Library service,’’ by Carleton B. 
Joeckel, was prepared for the advisory 
committee on education. It is a study 
of federal relations to libraries and an- 
swers the question as to whether libra- 
ries should receive federal aid with an 
unqualified affirmative. 

*‘Bird notes,’’ by William G. Ross, 
Mr. Ross was the Thoreau of Jefferson 
County. This book, more philosophical 
than scientific, contains some of the notes 
he made on his walks through woods and 
fields watching and studying birds. In- 
tended at first for private circulation, 
the book is now available for $1.00. Ad- 
dress Ella Lamson Clark, 922 North 
Third Street, Burlington, Iowa. 

‘‘Before the railroad,’’ by Dorothea 
Tomlinson, is a collection of 21 draw- 
ings showing the industries and oceupa- 
tions of the early inhabitants of the 
Middle West before the coming of the 
railroad. Brief text is given on intro 
ductory sheets. The drawings are loose, 
consequently not practicable for li 
circulation. Will prove a valuable addi- 
tion to the picture collection for libraries 
which can afford it. University Press, 
1066 U. P. Station, Des Moines. $1.95. 


Personals 


The many friends of Alice S. Tyler 
will be grieved to learn of the accident 
which she had in the lobby of her hotel 
late in October. A messenger boy ral 


into her and a broken leg resulted. She 
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js in Hanna House, Lakeside Hospital, 
Cleveland. 

Virginia Bailey has been appointed 
assistant in the Waverly library, suc- 
ceeding Janice Muller. 

Esther Baird, for four years assistant 
in the circulation department of the 
Davenport Public Library, was married 
to Albert G. Hull of Iowa City, October 
1, 1938. Mrs. Hull was graduated from 
Wooster College, in Ohio, and Wiscon- 
sin Library School. They will reside in 
Racine, Wisconsin, where Mr. Hull is 
employed as industrial designer with 
the Case company. 

Grace Bolton of Long Beach, Califor- 
nia, has been elected librarian at 
Nashua to succeed Margaret Paul. Miss 
Bolton is a sister of Mrs. R. A. Nafus 
and is known to many Nashua people. 

Maxine Brandin, for some years as- 
sistant in the Onawa library, was mar- 
ried September 2 to Max Rogers, of 
Clarinda. Mr. Rogers is in the insur- 
ance business in Clarinda where they 
will make their home. 

Mary Helen Brose, who kas been on 
the staff of the Mason City library for 
two years, resigned to enter the State 
University of Iowa. 

Mrs. Hazel Webster Byrnes, formerly 
of Charles City, received a prize of $150 
for an essay, ‘‘ Value of the New York 
Times as a research index.’’ Mrs. Byrnes 
is librarian of the North Dakota Teach- 
ers College Library. 

Helen Elizabeth Darling, of the State 
University Libraries, married Lawrence 
Clifford Johnson of Rochester, New 
York, September 12. Mrs. Johnson is 
first assistant in the government docu- 
ments department. Mr. Johnson is a 
senior in the University. 

Margaret Fullerton and Clara Seitz 
are new staff members of the Grinnell 
College library. Miss Fullerton is a 
graduate of Columbia Library School 
and Miss Seitz of University of Minne- 
sota Library School. 

Pearl Jeffords, of Britt, has been ap- 
pointed rural extension librarian for 
Cerro Gordo County, under WPA. Miss 
Jeffords received her master’s degree 
from the State University. She took 
her library training at Drexel Institute, 
Philadelphia. 


Lois Lympus, formerly acting libra- 
rian at Indianola, has been appointed 
librarian at Urbana High School, Ur- 
bana, Illinois. Miss Lympus went from 
a position as cataloger of the Lincoln 
(Nebraska) city library to take up her 
new work. 

Blanche Maytag, formerly on the 
Newton library staff, is substituting for 
Winifred O’Donnell, who is on leave 
of absence from the Clinton Publie Li- 
brary. Miss Maytag is a graduate of 
Grinnell College and Columbia Library 
School. 

Mrs. L. B. Moreland has been ap- 
pointed a member of the Milford library 
board to succeed Mrs. J. T. Davis whose 
death occurred September 6, 1938. 

Mrs. Henry te Paske has been ap- 
pointed to the Orange City library 
board to fill the position made vacant 
when Mrs. H. 8S. Nicol moved to Cedar 
Rapids. 

Monica Ann Nettleton, assistant in 
the reference and circulation depart- 
ments of the Waterloo public library, 
was married to Ben Mark October 29, 
1938. 

October 29 was also the date chosen 
by Margaret Paul, librarian at Nashua, 
for her marriage to Clarence Main of 
Atchison, Kansas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rutherford Rogers, em- 
ployed for the past year in the New 
York Publie Library, resigned to accept 
positions in the Columbia University 
Library. Mr. Rogers held a Lydia 
Roberts scholarship. 

Marie Tinsley, a former Harlan girl, 
and sister of C. G. Tinsley of that city, 
has been appointed librarian at San 
Leandro, California. Miss Tinsley was 
graduated from the California Library 
School. 

Selma H. Weghorst, assistant at the 
Charles City Public Library, was mar- 
ried October 1, 1938, to Merle E. Lin- 

coln. 


School Library News 
Iowa State Teachers’ Association 
The School Librarians’ Section of the 
Iowa State Teachers’ Association met 
for twelve o’clock luncheon at the 
Hotel Savery in Des Moines on Novem- 
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ber 4, 1938. Mrs. Lura C. Long, of 
North High, Des Moines, presided. 

Aleta Malmberg, of Newton, reported 
from the committee on credentials and 
certification. Members of the commit- 
tee are Miss Malmberg, Helen Ruth 
Montague, of Council Bluffs, and Nellie 
Behm of Roosevelt High School, Des 
Moines. It was decided by the group 
that this experienced committee should 
be retained to continue the work of 
raising standards and obtaining depart- 
ment status for school libraries. 

Dorothea Western, Thomas Jefferson 
High School, Council Bluffs, and Myrtle 
Dunlap, Sudlow Intermediate School, 
Davenport, were elected chairman and 
secretary for the coming year. 

Discussion topies were laid before the 
group by the leaders and ideas and 
problems were exchanged freely: 

1. The place of the school library in 
present day educational planning. Dor- 
othea Western, Thomas Jefferson High 
School, Council Bluffs. 

2. In what way has the core cur- 
riculum affected the work of the high 
school library? Elizabeth Powers, De- 
corah. 

3. How much cooperation should the 
high school librarian expect from the 
faculty? Carrie Larson, East High 
School, Des Moines. 

4. Problems of the study hall li- 
brary. Thelma Spicer, Oelwein. 

Winterset — Some 600 books, pur- 
chased by the school and housed in the 
public library during the last few years, 
have been transferred to the high school. 
This action followed a recommendation 
of the North Central Association to 
meet the needs of the enlarged teaching 
program. Mrs. Wade, assistant libra- 
rian at the public library, accessioned 
and cataloged the books. 


News from Iowa Libraries 

Algona—‘‘ At the meeting of the li- 
brary board on October 31, Mrs. Lura 
Sanders resigned her position as libra- 
rian, the resignation to take effect the 
first of January. Mrs. Sanders has 
been the efficient head of the Algona 
Public Library for more than thirteen 
years, during which her quiet influence 
has done much to cultivate a taste for 


high grade literature among its readers, 
She has not only discharged her regy- 
lar duties faithfully, but she has always 
been ready to give extra time to find 
material for the busy club woman or 
the bewildered school pupil. Her pres. 
ence will be greatly missed. Elizabeth 
Annis has been chosen to fill the va 
eancy. She comes from Miles City, 
Montana, where for several years she 
has been librarian of the high school, 
Miss Annis is well known in Algona 
and is in every way fitted to maintain 
the high standards which the library 
now has.’’ 

Allison—A new city hall, erected at 
a cost of $10,000, affords a new home 
for the public library. 

Ames—Work on the addition to the 
publie library, approved at an election 
February 14, will be started early in 
the spring. The work will proceed in- 
dependently of the WPA grant. 

Atlantic—A cleaning and renovating 
project for the library has been 
proved. This_ includes woodwinl 
floors, walls and furniture. 

Birmingham—Friday, September 23, 
was clean-up day at the library. The 
library board members, their families 
and friends spent the day renovating 
and improving conditions inside and 
out. The yard was cleaned, trees and 
vines trimmed or moved while house 
cleaning and book mending went 
inside. A picnic lunch at noon was a 
enjoyable feature of the day. 

Bloomfield—Half the proceeds from 
a special matinee performance of ‘‘ Vie 
toria the Great’’ was donated by H. B 
Rehfield for purchase of new fiction. 

Boone—The book journey was com 
pleted by 20 of the 66 boys and girls 
enrolled in the summer travel club. A 
party given by Helen Stevens to the 
faithful members of the cruise was et 
joyed by young and old. 

Carroll—American Art Week was ob 
served in the library with an exhibit 
of photographs taken by people of the 
community. 

The Beulah Country Club presented 
the library with a picture of J. 
Darling’s cartoon, ‘‘The long, long 
trail.’’ 


124 











Ts, 
ru- 
ays 
nd 

or 
e8- 
eth 
va- 


SBR SES 


Be 


3 F 


eEB pS ESERERETN FPR Fe 


eS 8&p 


ie 


2 


Ey 


Cedar Falls—The ‘‘ Hornpiper’’ made 
its bow at a library board meeting and 
was so enthusiastically received that it 
was decided to present it to the public. 
This is an annotated list of the new 
books which have been recently added 
to the library. 

Chariton—Two books, ‘‘The good 
master,’ by Kate Seredy, and ‘‘Grey- 
friar’s Bobby,’’ by Atkinson, were pre- 
sented to the library by Jerry Oppen- 
heimer in memory of her friend, Janice 
Wood. 

Charles City—Mrs. Melvin W. Willis 
has given the library a maple catalog 
ease containing Library of Congress 
eards for the Arthur Mooney art col- 
lection. The Mooney collection includes 
books on art which Mr. Mooney col- 
lected during his residence in New 
York. 

New ceilings in the reading rooms 
and redecoration throughout the li- 
brary have improved its appearance. 

Cherokee — The Johnson Brigham 
Placque award was of special interest 
to the residents of Cherokee. Mrs. 
Petersen is a former Cherokee woman, 
Bessie Rasmus. 

Clarinda—Maxine Brandon has been 
appointed library assistant to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Frances Duncan. 

Corning—Books given to the library 
by Mrs H. M. Towner have been eata- 
loged and are ready for use. 

Cresco—At the close of Armistice 
Day exercises, a large United States 
flag was presented to the library by 
Mrs. E. J. Widman on behalf of the 
Legion Auxiliary. Mrs. E. L. Daven- 
port, vice president of the library 
board, accepted it for the library. 
_Creston—Mr. and Mrs. Frank Phil- 
lips, of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, former 
Creston residents, have donated $7,500 
to build an addition to the Matilda Gib- 
son Memorial Library. 

Davenport—The members of the Tri- 
City Garden Club accepted the offer of 
the Davenport library for space to 
establish a garden center for literature 
om subjects pertaining to gardening. 

A total of 26,893 residents of Daven- 
port and vicinity are active users of the 
public library, according to the cireula- 


tion department records. The average 
daily circulation last year was 649. 

Des Moines—The Waveland branch 
of the Des Moines Public Library had 
a birthday on October 22. Thirteen 
years ago the branch opened under the 
direction of Mrs. Georgia Easter. More 
than 900,000 books have been circulated 
since then. The average monthly cir- 
culation is 5,000. 

Janet Dickson told the Des Moines 
Library Club members about her sum- 
mer experiences on a walking trip 
through Scotland and England at the 
November meeting. An added feature 
of the program was a marionette show 
**Epaminondas’’ given under the diree- 
tion of Marian Young. 


Emmetsburg—Mrs. M. W. Brown re- 
signed her position of president of the 
Emmetsburg Public Library board, a 
position which she had held for nine- 
teen years. She is succeeded by Mrs. 
R. W. Heise. Mrs. Brown was named 
chairman emeritus, in a motion passed 
by the library board in recognition of 
her faithful service as a trustee of the 
library. 

Farragut—Jessie Hilton is in charge 
of the library which has been reopened. 


Fort Dodge—‘‘ Meet the staff! Those 
who so diligently and pleasantly min- 
ister to your reading needs at the Fort 
Dodge Public Library.’’ This is the 
arresting caption of an article in which 
the members of the library staff are 
presented to the reading public through 
their newspaper. Intelligent supervi- 
sion, personal interest and unfailing 
courtesy are mentioned as factors 
which add to the popularity of the li- 
brary in the community. 

During October, the month when 
they entertained the Iowa Library 
Association, the library circulation was 
1,000 over October of last year. New 
books were added, 268 for adults and 
95 for children. A nine-page annotated 
list of new books was prepared for dis- 
tribution and preparations were made 
for Book Week. No time for tatting 
there. 


Garner—Charles F. Merten and R. 
C. Wood are new members of the li- 
brary board. They take the places of 
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J. W. Pollock and Mrs. Thomas Me- 


Mahon. 
Gowrie—W ork has started on a new 
community building which includes 


room for the library on the main floor. 
In the meantime, the library is being 
accommodated in the rear of Theo Lar- 
son’s building, formerly the Savings 
Bank. 

Greene — Over a hundred posters 
made by town and rural schools were 
exhibited at the library during Book 
Week. The posters and programs 
tempted 548 people to the library dur- 
ing the four days when it was open. 

Iowa City—State University of Iowa 
—Romaine Damaske has been appointed 
assistant in the order department to 
succeed Ruth Bartoo who goes to Bay 
City, Michigan, Publie Library as eat- 
aloger. Miss Damaske was graduated 
from the University of North Dakota. 
She took her library training at Illinois 
Library School. 

Daisybelle Dunn, B. A. Oklahoma 
Library School and M. 8S. Columbia 
University Library School, and Vir- 
ginia Nichols, B. S. in L. 8. Illinois, 
1938, are filling temporary vacancies in 
the catalog and binding departments. 

A mural depicting man’s conquest 
over the forces of nature is being exe- 
euted by Richard Gates, of Cedar Rap- 
ids. It will hang in the physies library 
as a memorial to the late Dr. Ernest O. 
Dietrich, who received three degrees 
from the University. Funds for ma- 
terials are donated by Mrs. Dietrich. 
The completed mural will be partial 
fulfillment of requirements for an M. 
A. degree. 

A display case for rare and valuable 
books in the medical library is a much 
needed addition to the library. It is 
fireproof and holds 750 volumes. 

Keokuk—The library received $1,000 
by will from Frank P. H. Knight. This 
is an outright and unqualified gift. Mr. 
Knight had previously given a number 
of scientific books to the library. 

Knoxville—New shelving in the base- 
ment to hold books and magazines has 
relieved the crowded condition on the 
shelves. Redecoration and freshly 
treated floors contribute to the inviting 
appearance of the library. 


Marion—Mrs. Robert Cessford has 
resumed her position as secretary of the 
library board upon resignation of Mrs, 
A. E. Granger. This is a position which 
Mrs. Cessford filled for 25 years prior 
to Mrs. Granger’s appointment. 

Mason City—A $169,000 bond issue 
was voted September 19 for the con. 
struction of a new library building. A 
WPA grant of $138,000 had been preyi- 
ously approved. The new building 
will be erected on an $80,000 tract of 
land donated to the city by Mrs. C. 7. 
MeNider and her son, Colonel Hanford 
MeNider. Work on the library started 
October 14 and must be completed in 
15 months. 

Saturday of Book Week was one of 
the largest days in the history of the 
library when 1,452 school children at 
tended the movie, ‘‘ Alice in Wonder- 
land,’’ shown at the Y. M. C. A. and 
1,641 books were circulated at the 
library. 

A set of ‘‘Diectionary of National 
Biography,’’ once a part of the library 
of Thomas Hardy, has been presented 
to the library. This gift came from 
England. 

Milo—About $50 worth of Traveling 
Library books were burned in a fire 
which destroyed three stores in Milo, 
September 15. 

Nevada—Dr. F. S. Smith, after 27 
years of service on the library board, 
has resigned his position. Resolutions 
passed by the library board and the 
council testify to the fidelity with whieh 
he has discharged his duties to the l- 
brary and community. Ella Hopkins 
and E. P. Schindler are newly ap 
pointed members of the board. 

Colonel and Mrs. Herbert E. Hadley 
presented the library with $50 to be 
used for books on United States history 
and government. They announce that 
it is their intention to add more from 
time to time until this department of 
the library is strengthened. 

New London—The number of library 
borrowers was raised to 543 in October 
when 36 new cards were issued. 

North English—The gain in cireula 
tion figures points out the wisdom of 
the purchase of a new building to house 
the library. Increased accessibility ® 
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an important factor in the use which 
the public makes of the library. 

An unusual donation was made to 
the library by W. W. Lawler. It is a 
scrap book compiled from newspaper 
clippings which he has compiled since 


1904. 

Oakland—The proposition to erect a 
combined town hall and library for 
$10,000 was defeated October 10 by 50 
yotes. Lack of publicity is considered 
eause of the failure. 

Osage—Mrs. Sarah Cleveland, man- 
ager of the Cleveland Hotel for nearly 
60 years, has given the library a pic- 
ture of Osage taken in 1860. Other 
early pictures are being solicited. 

Paton—The formal opening of the 
new Paton Publie Library was held 
Tuesday, November 29. Although the 
stock of books has been reduced from 
3,000 to 600 by last November’s fire, 
plans are being made to increase the 
number. A much appreciated donation 
of 60 books was sent by the Oelwein 
Publie Library. 

Peterson—The Tuesday Club is tak- 
ing charge of the story hour at the 
library, the members serving in turn. 
Attendance has averaged 30 over a 
series of eleven meetings. One family 
living two miles in the country brought 
their children to every hour but one 
and the children took home books every 
week. 

At the annual celebration, the library 
was featured in the parade. Book 
characters were represented by 35 chil- 
dren, their mothers making the cos- 
tumes. This library group received first 
prize in the novelty class. 

In recognition of Book Week, Mrs. 
R. E. Heywood presented 34 new books 
to the library. 

Red Oak—The library is the recipient 
of a number of books from the Harvard 
University Press. A wide variety of 
subjects, authoritatively treated, are 
represented in this collection. 

Rolfe—The town voted against the 
$5,000 bond issue for the erection of a 
public library. At present the library 
is housed in a basement room which is 
heated by a two-burner oil heater. 


Salem—The council is making plans 
to sell the farm which Mamie Crew left 
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to the town to organize a public library. 
An option has been accepted by the 
council but final arrangements are pend- 
ing. 

St. Ansgar—Mrs. Irving D. Larson 
and Mrs. Osear Rosel have been ap- 
pointed to the Nissen Library board to 
fill vacancies made by the resignations 
of Dr. R. W. Rogers and Herman Falk. 

Sioux City—The proposed bond issue 
for a $68,750 addition to the public li- 
brary lost in the special city election 
held September 28. 

The public library is lending art 
books to the new community federal art 
center. This art library is sponsored 
by the American Association of Univer- 
sity Women. Lavern Frank is the 
librarian. 

Mrs. Mary R. Baldwin, of New Haven, 
Connecticut, gave $500 in her will to 
the Sioux City library for the purchase 
of books. 

State Center—The Margaret Stod- 
dard and Lion’s clubs have united in an 
effort to organize a community library. 
A house to house canvass resulted in 
financial success and many book dona- 
tions. The library will be housed in 
the school building. The library board 
is composed of Mrs. Helen German, 
Mrs. Herschal Keedy, Mrs. A. G. Chris- 
toffersen, Dr. B. M. Biersborn, C. L. 
West and Howard L. Sunderlin. 


Storm Lake—The library board has 
decided to have the library insulated 
and is receiving bids on the work. 

Stuart—Reverend Alex E. Cutter has 
been appointed to sueceed C. L. Beach 
on the library board. 

Sumner—Mrs. June Mills has re- 


signed her position as librarian and is 
succeeded by Esther Ladwig. 


Sutherland—A collection of heirlooms 
and antiques has been placed in the 
Woods Memorial Library by the Barry 
family as a memorial to their mother, 
the late Mrs. E. A. Barry and as a mark 
of respect to their father, a pioneer of 
O’Brien County. 

Tripoli—A donation of 91 books was 
made to the library by Mrs. A. L. Bost- 
wick, of Waverly. 

Wapello— Mrs. Carrie Hurley has 
been appointed librarian to succeed 
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Mrs. Joe Barnes, who passed away Oc- 
tober 30. 

Waverly—Patrol service will be given 
to the children who attend the Satur- 
day morning story hour. This is an 
accommodation to the mothers as well 
as protection to the children. 

Recent improvements in the library 
include a new floor covering, indirect 
lighting and new magazine racks. 

Webster City—The increased use of 
the library emphasizes the need for 
mezzanine stacks which will be added 
in the adult department. 

West Union—Eleanor Bemis has re- 
signed as library assistant to take up 
other work. Mrs. Helen Brown, a 
WPA assistant, is helping in the 
library. 


Are You Planning to Attend 
Midwinter Conference—December 27-30 
Drake Hotel, Chicago 


A. L. A. 61st Annual Conference 
June 18-24, 1939 
San Francisco 


Iowa Library Association 
Des Moines 
October 15-17, 1939 


Necrology 

Mrs. Joe Barnes, librarian at Wapello 
Public Library, passed away October 
30, following a stroke of paralysis. She 
completed her afternoon work at the 
library and had reached home before 
she became ill. She lived until the 
following morning. Mrs. Barnes had 
long been actively interested in the li- 
brary even in the earlier days when it 
was a struggle to obtain funds to keep 
it open. She was interested in the wel- 
fare of the young people and the com- 
munity. The library patrons regarded 
her as a sympathetic friend and her loss 
will be keenly felt. 

Mrs. J. F. Davis, who has served on 
the Milford library board since the 
library started, died September 6. 

Word reaches us of the death of L. 
Dayton Garberson, for nine years a 
member of the Sibley library board, 
seven years of which he was president. 


Although he refused other publigg §/ 
offices, he remained an ardent worker 
on the library board to the last. 

Irving Berdine Richman, author, his. 
torian, and library friend, died at his 
home in Muscatine December 6, 1938, 
Mr. Richman had a prominent part in 
the establishment of the P. M. Musser 
Library and served on the board as 
chairman of the book committee since 
1903. He was president of the Iowa 
Library Association in 1910 and pre. 
sided over the Davenport meeting. His 
going is a loss to his own community 
and libraries throughout the state. 

C. M. Musser, a member of the library 
board said, ‘‘It has been my privilege 
to serve on the library board with Mr. 
Richman for many years. During that 
time he has been chairman of the book 
committee. The high rank of our li- 
brary is largely due to his ability in 
selecting books and his interest in giv- 
ing this community a broad field of 
literature.”’ 


Wanted 

A eopy of the April, 1899, number of 
the Midland Monthly is desired by the 
Historical Society of a neighboring 
state. If any Iowa library has a dupii- 
cate copy which can be spared, we will 
be glad to receive it and forward it, 
giving due credit to the donor. 


We Want News 

While much information may be 
gleaned from newspaper clippings, we 
would rather have it directly from you. 
Will you write us about the things which 
are happening to your staff, library 
board, and library and any community 
news which affects the library? Mar 
riages, deaths, staff changes, and im 
provement in the library, within or with- 
out, more money by appropriation o 
gift, more or less circulation, any neW 
plans which you have tried with success, 
any publicity which has brought returns, 
routines which have cut down your 
unusual work such as contests, celebra- 
tions, summer reading or Book Week 
plans—all these are the things from 
which news items are made. Your & 
perience may be helpful to others 
Please send in the news! 
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